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PREFATORY. 





THE necessity of some instruction in the Bible, 
. in order to supply the deficiencies which are un- 
x avoidable to any system of uniform lessons, is real- 
\ ized in every Sunday school. The International 
» Lessons can only give detached portions of Scrip- 
‘ture, and a supplemental lesson must be added to 
_impart a general knowledge of the book as a whole, 
‘ One of the best series now in practical use is that 
MN pursued in the Chicopee Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
x ‘day school, prepared by its superintendent, the 
AN on. Loranus E. Hitchcock, who is at once a judge 
(on the bench in Me ine and an active Sun- 
‘day school worker. Having fully examined the 
.. plan, I am prepared to recommend it to all Sunday 
< schools, and have therefore requested Judge Hitch- 

» cock to permit its publication for general use. 
The full course of study includes five series of 

«. lessons, namely: 

“1. The Life of Jesus. 

\XS 2. Studies about the Bible. 


x 
\ 
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8. Bible Geography. 

4. Bible History. 

5. History of the Christian Church. 

These five series are adapted to be used in any 
denomination. Two additional series of special in- 
terest to the Methodist Episcopal Church have been 
prepared, namely: 

6. History of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

7%. Government of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

These lessons are arranged for use as graded 
studies for scholars ten years of age and upward. 

Each series contains thirty-six lessons, which can 
easily be learned in the course of a year, even if the 
study be suspended during the summer months. 
They should be committed to memory and recited 
in the same manner as lessons in the week day 
schools. 

We commend these lessons to the Sunday schools 
of our land, believing that they will give needed 
instruction in the word of God. 


: JESSE L. HuRLBUT. 
New York, Oct. 20, 1892. 
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STUDIES ABOUT THE BIBLE. 





LESSON I. 


Tue Bible is the word of God. It is a book 
made up of a large number of smaller books which 
were written by ‘‘ holy men of God who spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

It is divided into two general divisions, which are 
called the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

The Old Testament contains thirty-nine books and 
the New Testament contains twenty-seven books. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. What is the Bible ? 
'2. By whom were the books of the Bible written ? , 
3. What are the principal divisions of the Bible ? 
4, How many books are contained in each division ? 





LESSON II. 

Tur Old Testament may be considered as a book 
of history, for it begins with a concise account of 
the creation of the world and a brief statement of 
the principal events down to the time of Abram, 
and then it gives an account of the call of Abram, 
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whose name is afterward changed to Abraham, 
and the story of the travels and fortunes of his 
family and their descendants until they became a 
nation by-themselves in Egypt. Then follows the 
story of their departure from Egypt, of their wan- 
derings in the wilderness, their conquest of the 
land of Canaan, and their settlement therein as the 
Jewish nation. Then the history of that nation 
is continued until about the year B. C. 400. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. What is the Old Testament ? 
2. With the call of what person does the history properly com- 
" mence ? 
8. In what country do the descendants of eee first appear 
as a distinct nation? 
4, In what land did the Jewish nation finally settle ? 





LESSON III. 
LEARN from the Bible the names of the books of 
the Old Testament, and the number of chapters in 
each, as far as the Book of Esther. 





LESSON IY. 
Tue first five books of the Bible are commonly 
called the books of the law, or the Pentateuch, and 
are supposed to have been written by Moses. j 
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Genesis means generation, and the book is so 
called because it contains an account of the creation 
of all things, and also of the calling of Abraham, 
which was the beginning of the Jewish nation, and 
of the early history of the families of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, down to the time of Joseph. 

Exodus, which means departure, tells of the de- 
parture of the children of Israel from Egypt, and 
of their wanderings in the wilderness. It also con- 
tains the Ten Commandments and the laws which 
were established by Moses by divine command, and 
which are called the Mosaic law. 


QUESTIONS. 


. What are the first five books generally called ? 
By whom were they written? 

What is the meaning of the word Genesis? 
What does the Book of Genesis contain? 
What is the meaning of the word Exodus ? 
What does the Book of Exodus contain ? 


Co SS ee 





LESSON V. 


Tur Book of Leviticus is so called because it 
tells about the duties of the priests and the 
Levites. It also contains an account of the religious 
ceremonies which were to be observed by the Jews. 

The Book of Numbers is so called because incon: 
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tains an account of the numbering of the children 
of Israel. It also contains an account of the dedi- 
cation of the tabernacle and the regulation of its 
services, 

The name of the fifth book, Deuteronomy, means 
the law repeated, and the book is so called be- 
cause it is a repetition of the laws which had been 
given to the people of Israel, and also of the princi- 
pal events of their journey thus far. 


QUESTIONS. 


. Why is the Book of Leviticus so called? 

. What does it contain ? 

. What does the Book of Numbers contain ? 

. What does the name Deuteronomy mean? 

. What does the Book of Deuteronomy contain? 


TOU He 09 


LESSON VI. 


IMMEDIATELY following the five books of the law, 
or the Pentateuch, are twelve books which may be 
grouped together under the general name of books 
of history. These give an account of the Jewish 
nation from the time of their settlement in Canaan 
until they were carried away captive to Babylon 
and until their return from the seventy years’ cap- 
tivity. 

The Book of Joshua was probably written by 
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Joshua, who succeeded Moses as the commander and 
leader of the children of Israel. This book tells 
about the conquest of the land of Canaan, and 
the division thereof among the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 

The authorship of the Book of Judges is uncer- 
tain, but it was probably written by Samuel, who 
was the last of the so-called judges. There were fif- 
teen judges in all, and this book gives an account 
of the nation during the time of thirteen of them, 
covering a period of about three hundred and nine 


years. 
QUESTIONS. 


1. What next general division of books follows the Penta- 
teuch ? 

. What period of time do they cover? 

. Who was Joshua ? 

. What does the Book of Joshua contain ? 

. How many judges were there in all? 

6. What does the Book of Judges contain ? 


oT OD ~ 





LESSON VII. 


Tue Book of Ruth, which follows Judges, does 
not seem to have any very close connection with the 
other books, but gives a beautiful description of the 
domestic life and customs of the times. 

The first and second books of Samuel, the first 


10 The Ten Minute Series. 


and second books of Kings, and the first and second 
books of Chronicles contain a history of the king- 
doms of Israel and of Judah, both before and after 
their separation from the time of Saul, the first King 
of Israel, to the time when the two nations disap- 
peared in captivity. 

These books are followed by the Book of Ezra, 
which contains an account of the return of the Jews 
from captivity and of the rebuilding of the temple 
at Jerusalem. The next book, Nehemiah, finishes 
the Old Testament history of the Jews at about the 
year 434 B. C. 

The Book of Esther, which is included in this 
general division, shows how God preserved his peo- 
ple even in captivity. 

‘ QUESTIONS. 


1. What does the Book of Ruth contain ? 

2. What part of the history of the Jews is told in the books of 
Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles ? 

8. What does the Book of Ezra contain ? 

4, At what time does the Old Testament history close ? 





LESSON VIII. 
Learn from the Bible the names of the books of 
the Old Testament, and the number of chapters in 
each from the Book of Esther to the Book of Dan- 


iel. 
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LESSON IX. 


Tuer next five books may be put into a class by 
themselves and called the five books of poetry. 

The Book of Job contains a faithful picture of the 
patient sufferings of a faithful man of God. It is 
uncertain who wrote this book, but it seems proba- 
ble that it is the oldest book in the Bible. 

The Psalms were written by different persons, but 
the greater part of them by David. They were 
presumably used in the customary services of wor- 
ship, and many of them contain prophetic utterances 
relating to the Messiah. 

The next three -books—Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
and Song of Solomon—were probably written by 
Solomon, and contain many wise and useful sayings. 
The Proverbs were evidently intended for the in- 
struction of the young; the Book of Ecclesiastes for 
the purpose of showing the vanity of worldly pur- 
suits apart from religion. 

The writer’s conclusion of the whole matter has 
not since been improved upon: ‘ Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty 
of man.” 

The Song of Solomon is supposed to have been a 
marriage song composed by Solomon at the time of 


his marriage with Pharaoh’s daughter. 
2 
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QUESTIONS. 


1. Under what general division may the next five books be 
placed ? 

2. What does the Book of Job present ? 

3. By whom were most of the Psalms written ? 

4, What do many of the Psalms contain ? 

5. What is the whole duty of man? 





LESSON X. 


Tue five books in the Old Testament which im- 
mediately follow the Song of Solomon are called the 
five major prophets, or the greater prophets. This 
name is applied to them because of the length of the 
Books in order to distinguish them from those which 
follow and which are much shorter. These are 
called prophetical books because the leading subject 
in each of them is prophecy, just as history was the 
leading subject of the historical books. The object 
of the prophets who wrote these books was two- 
fold, namely, to point out and prepare for the com- 
ing of Christ by their predictions, and to preach to 
the men of the times in which they lived. These 
prophecies are not arranged in the order of the time 
when they were written, but apparently in the order 
of the length of the writings. 
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QUESTIONS. 


1. What are the five books called which follow the Song of 
Solomon ? 

2. Why are they so called? 

3. What was the object of the prophets in these writings ? 

4. In what order are the books arranged? 





LESSON XI. 


‘Tue prophecies of Isaiah contain so many refer- 
ences to the coming of the Messiah that he has 
been called the ‘‘ Evangelical Prophet.” This book 
contains many accounts of an historical nature, and 
prophecies relating to the nation and a large num- 
ber relating to Christ. 

The prophet Jeremiah, who wrote the Book of 
Jeremiah, and also the Book of Lamentations, was a 
priest who was fearless in the execution of the du- 
ties of his office, and in consequence thereof suffered 
much from the people. His prophecies related 
largely to the results which would follow if the na- 
tion continued in the ways of sinfulness. The Book 
of Lamentations was an expression of his feelings in 
regard to his fellow-men, and of sorrow for the past 
mingled with hope for the future. 

The prophet Ezekiel was also a priest, who was 
carried away captive by Nebuchadnezzar, and haa 
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while in captivity, began to prophesy and to teach 
the results which will follow the sins of the people. 

The prophet Daniel was carried away captive 
to Babylon while he was a boy. His writings were 
partly historical and partly prophetic. 

His prophecies relate chiefly to the future history 
of the world, the coming of Christ, and tlie ulti- 
mate victory of God’s kingdom over all the earth. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. What has the prophet Isaiah been called, and why? © 

2. Who was Jeremiah, and what was the nature of his writ- 
. ings? : 

3. Who was Ezekiel, and to what did his prophecies allude ? 

4, What is the Book of Daniel ? 


LESSON XII. 


LEARN from the Bible the names of the remain- 
ing books in the Old Testament, and the number of 
chapters in each. 





LESSON XIII. 


THE remaining books of the Old Testamtent are 
known by the name of the minor prophets, or the 
lesser prophets. The writers of these books were, 
no doubt, the persons whose names the books bear, 


Studies About the Bible. 15 


and who lived and wrote at different times during 
the existence of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 
These books are, for the most part, brief essays or 
sermons directed against the wickedness and idola- 
try of the people, 

Probably the earliest in point of time was that 
of Jonah, who was a prophet sent by the Lord to 
preach at Nineveh, a very wicked city, and who 
tried to run away from his duty by sailing in an op- 
posite direction. After he had been cast overboard 
and swallowed up by a great fish he repented, and 
after he was cast up on the land he went to Ning- 
yeh and preached with great success. 

The last of the prophets was Malachi, who lived 
and prophesied about the year 400 B.C. His proph- 
ecies relate to the abuses which were practiced among 
the Jews, the negligence of the priests, and the com- 


ing of Christ. 
QUESTIONS. 

1. By what name are the remaining books called ? 

2. Who were the writers of these books ? 

3. Which was the earliest in point of time, and who was the 
writer thereof ? 

5. Which was the last, and to what do the prophecies therein 
allude ? 


LESSON XIV. 
From the time of Malachi to the time of Christ 
was a period of about four hundred years, during 
3 2 
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which there seems to have been no prophet or in- 
spired writer. In some of the larger editions of the 
Bible there are to be found printed between the 
Old and the New Testament, fourteen books which 
are collectively called The Apochrypha. These 
books have been considered by some, at different 
times, as inspired, and as such entitled to a place in 
the Bible; but, while many of them are interesting 
reading, the judgment of the Christian Church is 
that they are not inspired. Some of them are val- 
uable as giving some account of the Jews during 
the time, and some of them contain excellent in- 
struction in morals and manners, but the greater 
part are of little value. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. How long a period of time intervened between the close of 
the Old Testament and the beginning of the New? 

2. What are the books which are sometimes found between the 
Old and New Testament called ? 

3. How many different books are contained in the Apochrypha? 

4, What two valuable things are contained therein ? 


LESSON XY. e 


LEARN from the Bible the names of the books in 
the New Testament, and the number of chapters in 
each as far as 2 Thessalonians. 

2 
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LESSON XVI. 


Tue first four books of the New Testament are 
called the gospels, each of which is an account of the 
lifeand works and words of Jesus Christ. They were 
written by different persons and for different readers. 

The first book, the Gospel according to Matthew, 
commonly called the Book of Matthew, was written 
by Matthew, who was one of the apostles, and who 
wrote his gospel in Palestine especially for the Jews, 
and in it he endeavors to show them that Jesus was 
the fulfillment of prophecy, and because of that fact 
he must be the Messiah, and should be accepted by 
them as such. 

The second book, called the Gospel according to 
St. Mark, or, more commonly, simply Mark, was 
written by Mark, who was not one of the apostles, 
but who was an intimate friend of Peter. Peter 
was one of the apostles, and probably furnished 
Mark with the facts about which he wrote. Mark 
wrote his gospel in Rome and for the Romans, for 
the purpose of showing to them that Jesus was a 
worker of miracles, and, therefore, he must be the 
Christ. 

QUESTIONS. 
1. What are the gospels? 
2. Who was Matthew, and where did he write his gospel ? 


8. What was his object in writing it ? 
4, Who was Mark? Where did he write, and for what purpose ? 
2 
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LESSON XVII._ 


Tue third book, called the Gospel according to 
Luke, or, more commonly, simply Luke, was writ- 
ten by Luke, who was an educated physician and an 
intimate friend of Paul, whom he accompanied on 
some of his missionary journeys. Luke wrote his gos- 
pel especially for the Greeks, to show to them that 
Jesus was the great Healer and Saviour of all men. 

The fourth book, called the Gospel according to 
John, or, more commonly, simply John, was written 
by John, the beloved disciple, when he was an old 
man, for the purpose of giving to all Christians 
everywhere some of the important teachings of Jesus. 

The gospels are followed by the book called the 
Acts of the Apostles. This book was written by 
Luke, and contains an account of the establishment 
of the first Christian Church directly after the as- 
cension of Jesus. It contains an account of the 
establishment of the Church at Jerusalem and of 
the establishment of other Churches, and also of the 
missionary journeys of St. Paul. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Who was the author of the third book ? 
2. What was the object of Luke’s gospel ? 
8. Who wrote the fourth book, and for what purpose ? 
4, By whom was the Acts written, and of what does it give an 
{account ? 
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LESSON XVIII. 


Leary from the Bible the names of the remaining 
books of the New Testament, and also the number 
of chapters in each. 


LESSON XIX. 


THE rest of the New Testament after the Book of 
the Acts, and excepting the last book, is made up 
of letters written chiefly by St. Paul to different 
churches and persons, and which are called by the 
general name of epistles. Fourteen of these were 
written by St. Paul, three by St. John, two by St. 
Peter, and one by St. Jude. They were written 
probably between the years 50 and 75 A. D., and 
evidently for the purpose of stopping some evil 
tendencies which were making themselves manifest 
in the early churches, or for the purpose of teach- 
ing the person addressed important truths relating 
to the attributes of God, the character of man, and 
the means of man’s redemption. 

Of the fourteen epistles which were written by 
St. Paul four are addressed to persons, nine to 
whole churches, and one, the epistle to the He- 
brews, was intended probably for the Jewish or 
Hebrew converts everywhere. The epistles ees 
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by the others were general in their character, not 
addressed to any church or person in particular. 

The last book of the New Testament, called the 
Revelation, was written by the beloved disciple, 
John, when a very old man, perhaps as late as the 
year 95 A. D. This is the only prophetic book in 
the New Testament, and contains a prophecy relat- 
ing to the heavenly home of the Christian. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. What was the object of the epistles ? 
2. By whom were the epistles written ? 
3. To whom were they addressed ? 

4. What is the last book of the Bible? 





LESSON XX. 

Tue books of the Old Testament were probably 
written in the Hebrew language, and as there were 
no methods of printing in those days the only 
copies which could be had were such as were writ- 
ten out by scribes or copyists. These were sup- 
posed to be in the keeping of the priests and 
Levites. They were written first upon skins, which 
were called vellum, and these skins were fastened to- 
gether and rolled upon sticks or rods. The first col- 
——- of any of these books was probably made by 
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Ezra and Nehemiah, but this, of course, did not in- 
clude any of the prophetical books. How these 
came to be added to the rest is not known with 
any degree of certainty, but the Old Testament 
was doubtless arranged in about its present order 
before the time of Christ, and was the only Scrip- 
tures or Bible which the Jewish Church had at that 


time. . 
QUESTIONS, 


1. In what language was the Old Testament probably written ? 

2. On what were the books written ? 

3. By whom was the first collection of the books made? 

4, What was the Bible which the Jews had at the time of 
Christ ? 





LESSON XXL 

AxrnoucH the Old Testament was written in He- 
brew a translation of it into Greek was made about 
the year B. C. 275. 

There is a tradition which says that the King of 
Egypt at that time sent an embassador to Jerusalem 
to procure from the high priest, Eleazar, a copy of 
the Jewish law, and to make arrangements for its 
translation into Greek. 

The high priest selected seventy-two learned men, 
six from each tribe, and sent them to Egypt with a 
copy of the law written on parchment in letters of 
gold. These men are said to have completed the 
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translation in seventy-two days. From the number 
of men employed this translation is called the Sep- 
tuagint, and from the fact that it was made for the 
library in Alexandria it is sometimes called the 
Alexandrian Version. 
QUESTIONS. 
1. At what time was the Old Testament translated into Greek ? 
2. By whom was it translated ? 


3. What is the traditiof in reference to its translation ? 
4, By what two names is this translation known ? 





LESSON XXII. 

Tue books of the New Testament were written in 
the Greek language, so that no translation of them 
was needed for many years. 

For many centuries after they were written the 
only copies which could be had were those which 
were written by scribes or copyists, and, of course, 
were few in numbers, and were preserved in the 
churches and monasteries for a time, but the most 
of them have become lost or destroyed, so that to- 
day there are but very few ancient manuscripts in 
existence, These are to be found only in museums. 
Probably the three oldest of these are the Vatican, 
the Sinaitic, and the Alexandrian. These manu- 
scripts were probably written in the fourth century 
and a the early part of the fifth. 
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QUESTIONS. 
1,In yhat language were the books of the New Testament 
written? 
2. How were copies of the Scriptures obtained before printing 
was discovered ? 
3. What are the three oldest manuscripts called ? 
4, When were they probably written? 


LESSON XXIII. 


Tue Vatican manuscript is so called because it is 
kept in the library of the Vatican, which is the resi- 
dence of the pope in Rome. It is not a complete 
manuscript, for the first part of Genesis up to chap- 
ter forty-six, a part of the Psalms, and all of the 
New Testament after the ninth chapter of Hebrews 
are missing. 

The Sinaitic manuscript is so called because it was 
found about the year 1850 by Dr. Tischendorf, a 
c¢lebrated German scholar, in St. Catherine’s con- 
vent, at the foot of Mount Sinai. The story of his 
experiences in finding and obtaining it reads like a 
novel. This manuscript is now in the library at St. 
Petersburg. 

The Alexandrian manuscript is preserved in the 
British Museum in London, having been presented 
to King Charles I by the patriarch of Constantinople 


in 1628. 
2 
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QUESTIONS. 
1. Where is the Vatican manuscript kept? 
2. By whom and where was the Sinaitic manuscript dis- 
covered ? 
3. Where is it kept? 
4. Where is the Alexandrian manuscript kept? 





LESSON XXIV. 

In addition to the three manuscripts already re- 
ferred to there are a large number of other manu- 
scripts of a greater or less portion of the Scriptures, 
but all these are * a later date. 

One or two characteristics of these old manuscripts 
are worthy of notice. The letters are all capitals, or, 
as they are called, uncials. There were no divisions 
between the words nor any marks of punctuation. 

Tn the latter part of the fourth century St. Jerome, 
under the direction of the Bishop of Rome, made a 
translation of the whole Bible into Latin, which is 
known as the Vulgate. The Douay Bible, which is 
used exclusively by the Roman Catholic Church, is 
a translation from the Vulgate. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What three characteristics of these early manuscripts are 

worthy of mention? 

2. By whom was the Bible translated into Latin ? 

8. What is that translation called ? 


4, What translation of to-day is made from that, and by whom 
8 it used ? 
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LESSON XXYV. 


THERE was no complete translation of the Bible 
into English until that made by Wyclif, but there 
were some rude attempts made at an earlier date to 
present portions of the Scriptures in the language 
of the common people. The common way of cn- 
tertaining people in the days before the art of 
printing was discovered, and before learning had 
become common, was for a minstrel to recite stories 
in poetic form, accompanying his recitation upon 

some rude lyre or other musical instrument. One 
of these early minstrels was a cowboy by the name 
of Cxdmon, to whom, as be lay asleep, a vision 
came and told him to sing of the beginning of all 
created things. He was told the story of the Scrip- 
tures, and he gave it forth to the ignorant people in 
* song. 

He lived in the latter part of the seventh and the 

early part of the eighth centuries. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. By whom was the first complete translation of the Bible into 
English made ? 

2. How were people commonly entertained before the time of 
printing ? 

3. Who was one of the earliest of these minstrels? 

4, When did he live? 
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LESSON XXYVI. 


Av about the same time the venerable Adam 
Bede, the most famous scholar and monk in west- 
ern Europe, was engaged in preaching and teach- 
ing, and as he drew near the close of his life he 
undertook a translation of the Gospel of John. 
The story of the finishing of this work and of his 
own death at the same time is interesting. It was in 
the spring of the year 735 A. D. As he lay upon 
his deathbed he feebly dictated to his scribes what 
to write. So they kept to work until the Ascen- 
sion day of our Lord. On that day he desired his 
scribes to write rapidly, which they did until even- 
ing, when only one chapter remained to be written. 
The old man suffered much” for breath, but still 
worked on until the last sentence was finished, and 
then the dying saint requested that he might be 
lifted to the window of his cell, where he had often 
prayed to God. As this was done ke exclaimed, 
‘¢ Now, glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost,” and with these words he died. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. What famous monk taught in England in the eighth century ? 
2. What*did he undertake to do near the close of his life ? 

8. When was his work finished ? 

4, Describe his death. 
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LESSON XXVII. 


Wuen Alfred the Great became King of England 
he had a great desire that all the youth of the land 
should learn to read, and he is said to have deter- 
mined ‘that all the freeborn youth of his kingdom 
should employ themselves on nothing till they 
could first read well the English Scriptures.” 

He attempted a sort of translation of portions 
of the Bible, beginning it as a foundation for the 
laws which he established over England, and which 
he based upon the laws of Moses, which he claimed 
were approved and reestablished by Christ. He 
also undertook a translation of the Psalms, but 
died before this work was completed. 

A few other translators appeared about the close 
of the tenth century, but there is no’ occasion for 
describing their work in detail for it was not very 
extensive nor of any special merit, being evidently 
intended for use in the churches for the instruction 
of the common people, and not for the use of the 
people themselves. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. What great desire did Alfred the Great have ? 

2. What did he attempt to do? 

3. Upon what did he base his laws? 

4, What is said of other translators in the tenth century 2? 


- 
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LESSON XXVIII. 


Arter the close of the tenth century there seems 
to have been a period of more than three centuries 
before any further attempts were made to translate 
the Bible or any part thereof into the English Jan- 
guage. The next one to attempt it was John Wyclif. 
This remarkable man was born about 1324, and be- 
came a priest, and was for some time a celebrated 
teacher in the University of Oxford, in England, He 
was at one time chaplain to King Edward III, and 
became known as a fearless preacher. He made, by _ 
the help of some of his students, the first complete 
translation of the Scriptures into English. He 
was not familiar with the Hebrew and Greek lan- 
guages, but made his translation from the Latin 
edition made by St. Jerome in the fourth cen- 
tury. This was completed in the year 1380 A. D., 
and then for the first time it became possible for 
the common people, who could read, to read the 
Bible in their own tongue and for themselves. 
But very few, however, could enjoy the privilege, 
because the art of printing had not at that time 
been discovered, and the only copies to be lad 
were such as were made by copyists and which 
meu cost about two hundred dollars each. 
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QUESTIONS. 


1. How long after the close of the tenth century before any 
further attempts were made at translation? 

2. Who made the first complete translation into English ? 

3. When was this translation completed ? 

4. How were copies of the Scriptures to be had? 





LESSON XXIX. 


Wycuir’s translation was made for the common 
people, and was gladly received by them, many of 
whom were willing to pay large prices for even a 
few sheets thereof, and in one case it is said that a 
load of hay was given for permission to read a copy 
for a certain time every day for a certain length of 
time. This, as might be expected, incurred the 
displeasure of the clergy, who denounced Wyclif 
and his translation in language which was more 
forcible than Christlike, and their hostility culmi- 
nated in the holding of the Blackfriars’ Synod, as 
it was called, which was a sort of ecclesiastical court 
held at Blackfriars’ Monastery in London, before 
which Wyclif was summoned to answer several 
charges; among which were, that he had dared to 
openly preach against the corruptions of the Church, 
and the most serious of all, that he had translated 
the Scriptures into the English tongue, “making it 
common and more open to laymen and to woreen 
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than it was wont to be, to clerks well learned and 
of good understanding, so that the pearl of the Gos- 
pel is trodden under foot of swine.” After three 
days’ deliberation Wyclif’s teachings were con- 
demned and himself excommunicated from the 


Church. 
QUESTIONS. 


1.. How was Wyclif’s translation received by the people? 
2. How was it received by the clergy? . 

8. Where was Wyclif summoned to answer for his doings? 
4, What was the result of the trial? 





LESSON XXX. 


Arter the death of Wyclif, a period of more 
than one hundred years passed before any other 
attempt was made at translating the Bible into 
English. In the course of this century the art of 
printing was discovered, which forever ended the 
slow process of copying by hand. 

The next translation was made by William Tyn- 
dale. This man was born in 1483, and, being a 
thoughtful and studious boy, he became a man of 
excellent education and admirably fitted to under- 
take the work of translation. Being a good Greek 
scholar he made his translation from the Greek 
version. He very soon discovered that the feeling 
against any translation of the Scriptures was so 
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strong in England that he could not hope to com- 
plete his work there, and so, being naturally a per- 
sistent man, he determined that the work should be 
done and that England should have a printed 
Bible. He accordingly left England in 1524 and 
went to Hamburg, where he prosecuted his work 
faithfully, in great poverty and in great personal 
danger, as persons were sent from England to do 
all they could to retard his work, and he was more 
than once compelled to change his residence and 
even to live umder an assumed name in order to carry 


on the work. 
QUESTIONS. 


1. After the death of Wyclif how long before any other transla- 
tion was made ? 

2. What great event occurred in that time? 

3. By whom was the next translation made? 

4, How did he carry on his work ? 





LESSON XXXI. 


TYNDALE’s translation of the New Testament was 
the first one printed in English.- Even after it was 
completed it was not an easy matter to get copies 
into England. When he had one edition nearly 
ready his secret was discovered by a priest, who dis- 
patched messengers to the English bishops to warn 
them against the book, the form of which he de- 
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scribed to them. In consequence of this Tyndale 
caused another edition to be printed at another 
place, and of a smaller size, and these last he sent 
to England secretly, packed in barrels, bales of 
cloth, sacks of flour, and in other ways in which to 
escape detection. Very careful watch was kept for 
these books at all the ports, but in spite of their 
vigilance many copies reached the country and were 
scattered far and wide and quickly bought and read. 
When it became clear that the church authorities 
could not stop the books coming inté England the 
Bishop of London hit upon the idea of buying up 
the supply and burning them, which of course only 
resulted in the printing of more copies, and then the 
priests tried to preach that there were so many er- 
rors in the translation that it was utterly worthless. 
Ten years after this Tyndale suffered martyrdom by 
being strangled and burned at the stake. 
QUESTIONS. 
1. What peculiar honor has Tyndale’s Bible ? 
2, How did he get copies into England ? 


3. What did the chureh authorities try to do? 
4. What was Tyndale’s fate ? 





LESSON XXXIL 
TYNDALE died in 1536, The last prayer from his 
lips was, ‘‘ Lord,,open the King of England’s eyes.” 
2 
* 
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Within three years that prayer was answered. In 
the same year in which Tyndale died another trans- 
lation was published, made by Miles Coverdale, and 
called the Coverdale Bible. 

The next year, in 1537, appeared Matthew’s Bible, 
and that was soon followed by Taverner’s Bible. 

In 1539 the Great Bible, as it is called, was pub- 
lished by the authority of the King. Miles Cover- 
dale was selected and authorized by the king to 
prepare a translation which could be adopted as a 
national Bible: This was completed and published 
in 1539, and was known as the Great Bible, and was 
“‘ authorized (by the king) to be used and frequented 
in, every church in the kingdom.” This was the 
first authorized version of the Bible in the English 
language. 

QUESTIONS. 


1. What was Tyndale’s last prayer ? 

2. What translation was published the same year in which 
Tyndale died ? 

8. What translation was published in 1537 ? 

4, What was the first authorized version called, by whom was it 
made, and when was it published ? ; 





LESSON XXXII. 


Twenry years after the publication of the Great 


Bible Elizabeth became Queen of England, and 
3 a 2 
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after she ascended the throne certain reformers who 
had been obliged to flee from England to Geneva 
returned and brought with them another translation, 
which is called the Geneva Bible, and which became 
very popular with the people. It was both cheaper 
and of smaller size than any of the preceding trans- 
lations. It was the first translation to be printed 
in the present style of Roman type, all the others 
having been printed in the so-called black letter. 
This was also the first editionof the Bible in which 
the text was divided into verses. 

Eight years after the appearance of the Geneva 
Bible a rival version, called the Bishops’ Bible, was 
produced, which was supported by the Camel au- 
thorities. This is said to have been an inferior pro- 
duction, and adapted to the wants of neither people 


nor scholars. ‘ 
‘ QUESTIONS. 
1. What new Bible was brought to England at the beginning 
of the reign of Elizabeth ? 
2. What two peculiarities did the Geneva Bible possess ? 
8. What other version of the Bible appeared at about the same 
time ? 





LESSON XXXIV. 
None of these translations were satisfactory to 
all classes of people, and so, in 1604, the whole sub- 
‘ject was considered anew by King James, under 
2 
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whose direction a commission of fifty-four learned 
men, selected from the churchmen and from the 
Puritans and from the best scholars not connected 
with any party, were appointed to prepare a new 
translation under certain restrictions, the most im- 
portant of which were that marginal references from 
one Scripture to another should be given, but that 
there should be no marginal notes except for the 
explanation of Hebrew or Greek words, This com- 
mission exercised the greatest of care in their work, 
and the result thereof appeared in 1611 in what is 
now known as the Authorized Version, which is in 
use at the present time. It is called the Authorized 
Version from the fact that it was prepared under 
the authority of the king, and was by him ‘‘author- 
ized to be read in the churches.” It is sometimes 
called the King James’s Version. 


QUESTIONS. 
1. By whom was a new translation authorized in 1604? 
2. By whom was it made? 
3..When did they complete their work, and what is it called ? 
4, Why is it called the Authorized Version ? 





LESSON XXXV. 


In 1870 a commission was appointed by the 
church authorities in England for the purpose of 
: a 
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revising the Authorized Version. This had become 
necessary for several reasons, among others that 
during the past fifty or one huhdred years new dis- 
coveries had been made of ancient manuscripts, 
which gave scholars a better idea of the original 
text, and also from the fact that by reason of the 
changes in the language some of the expressions in 
the Authorized Version had become so far changed 
in meaning as to fail of properly conveying the real 
meaning of the passage. 

This work was begun in 1870, and the New Testa- 
ment was completed and published in 1880, and the 
Old Testament in 1884. This Revised Version, as it 
is called, was intended to be onlya revision of King 
James’s Version, and not in any sense a new transla- 
tion, the revisers preferring to retain the language 
of the Authorized Version so far as they could and 
not do violence to the sense thereof. This work 
was done by English scholars, but an American 
committee was also selected, to whom they sent their 
work for criticism and suggestions. 


QUESTIONS. 


1, When was the preparation of the Revised Version ¢om= 
menced ? 

- When was it completed ? 

- By whom was it made ? 

c What two reasons may be given asa necessity for a revision? 
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LESSON XXXVI. 


Tue Bible is God’s word. It comprises the Old 
Testament of thirty-nine books, and the New Testa- 
ment, of twenty-seven. These books were written 
by holy men of God, those of the Old Testament 
being written in Hebrew, and those of the New 
Testament in Greek. 

The Old Testament contains books of history, 
books of poetry, and the books of prophecy, all re- 
lating to the Jewish nation and looking forward to- 
ward the coming of the Messiah. 

The New Testament contains in the gospels the 
life and works and words of Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was the promised Messiah, and in the epistles, which 
make up the rest of it, full and ample directions 
and guide for the life of a Christian and for the 
work of the Church of Christ. 

The Bible has been from time to time translated 
into other languages, and is now printed in over 
three hundred and fifty different tongues and in al- 
most every language on the face of the earth. 

° 


QUESTIONS. 
1. How many books does the Bible include ? 
2. Of what does the Old Testament treat ? 
3. What does the New Testament contain ? 
4. Into how many languages has the Bible been translated ? 
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